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CIENTIFIC PUBLISHING:
MANAGING THE CRISIS

On 30 April 1993 a group of
nearly fifty University of Iowa sci-
ence faculty, librarians, and admin-
istrators came together to address a
common problem. The subject of
the meeting was scientific publish-
ing and the complex of problems
affecting scholarly communication
in the sciences.

The cost of information in scien-
tific,c, technical and  medical
disciplines—especially the cost of
journals—is undermining the ability
of libraries to meet the needs of
faculty and other researchers in
these disciplines. Thousands of jour-
nal cancellations at libraries around
the country, including The Univer-
sity of Iowa, have been the most
visible manifestation of this situa-
tion. Between 1989 and 1993, the
mean cost of a physics journal in-
dexed in Physics Abstracts went from

$426 to $774, an increase of 82%. |

The average cost of a journal in-
dexed in Engineering Index rose
from $244 to $417, or 71%, while
the average for titles covered by
Index Medicus grew from $224 to
$324, or 45%. Each year, research
libraries have been spending more
and more on journal subscriptions,
but buying less. Between 1985/86
and 1990/91, among a group of large

research libraries such as Iowa, the.

average cost of a journal went up by
72%, expenditures for journals went
up by 70%, while the number of
titles purchased went down by 2%.
Since 1990/91 the trend has contin-
ued and shows no signs of abating.
The cost of health care is one of the
few goods or services that regularly
matches this level of inflation.

Peter E. Nathan, University of
Iowa Provost, David J. Skorton, Vice-
President for Research, and Sheila
D. Creth, University Librarian, initi-
ated the meeting. The concern ex-
pressed by Provost Nathan and Vice-
President Skorton emphasizes the
importance of this issue to the basic
teaching and research missions of
the University. The participants en-
gaged one another in-dialogue not
only about the nature of the prob-
lem, but also about potential solu-
tions.

Following a brief opening pre-
sentation, discussion centered on
possible campus responses to this
complex and difficult issue. These
are some of the ideas that received
attention:

® Encourage faculty to refuse
to publish in journals with
questionable pricing
practices
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