UNIVERSITY OF IOWA FACULTY COUNCIL
Minutes
Tuesday, December 15, 1998
Room 335, IMU

Members Present: A. Bhattacharjee, L. Burmeister, J. Carlson, C. Colvin, J. Cox, R. Curto, J.
Jew, J. Kline, K. Mescher, G. Milavetz, M. Pincus, J. Stone, K. Tachau, E. Wasserman, B. Wiley.

Members Absent (Excused): B. Butler, K. Clark, J. Menninger, R. Weir.

Members Absent: H. Diehl.

Guests: Lee Anna Clark (Office of the Provost), David Dobbins (ITS), Charlie Drum (University
Relations), Carin Green (Classics), W. H. Knight, Jr. (Office of the Provost), Christopher Roy
(Art and Art History), Steve Troester (Liberal Arts Administration).
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The meeting was called to order at 3:31 PM.

The agenda was approved by unanimous consent, with the addition of an item concerning
a Committee on Elections recommended replacement for a departing Council member.

The minutes of the Faculty Council meeting of 1 December 1998 were approved.

A motion to appoint Samir Bishara to replace Kay Mescher on Council for the remainder
of her term was made and second. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business: Continued discussion of University Library situation.

Professor Carin Green, University Libraries Committee Chair, again spoke to the Council
about the steep price increases that must be paid by the University for subscriptions to
certain journals, especially scientific journals published by European publishers. She
distributed materials (copies attached) illustrating the price increases over time and the
costs of some of the more expensive journals. Professor Green stressed the need for
faculty to take unified action to resist these price increases, by such actions as: supporting
only those journals that are responsible in their pricing, supporting publications produced
by scholarly or professional societies; supporting libraries in buying new, more
reasonably-priced journals; and learning how to retain copyrights.

Kathryn Tachau observed that the short-term issue is the decision of the libraries to make
certain cuts in serial acquisitions without faculty approval.

Motion: Professor Tachau moved that the Council recommend to the administration that
cuts in serial acquisitions be postponed until completion of the pending review of the
library. The motion was tabled by unanimous consent, pending consideration by the
library committee.




VL New Business:

A. David Dobbins, Director of ITS, presented an ITS Status Report and led a discussion
of some of the issues that have faced ITS and/or are currently facing ITS. Professor Chris Roy
presented several questions in written form (a copy is attached), which Mr. Dobbins endeavored
to answer.

B. Because of time constraints, President Wiley announced that we would hear Prof.
Bhattacharjee’s report on compensation issues in January.

C. President Wiley recognized Kay Mescher and Robert Weir, both of whom are leaving
the Council, and thanked them for their outstanding service.

VI.  The Council meeting adjourned at 5:16 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jonathan Carlson
Vice President and Acting Secretary for this meeting




Committee on Elections Recommended Replacement: Faculty Council: Samir

Bishara (Orthodontics) to replace Kay Mescher (Preventive & Commmunity Dentistry) for the remainder of her
term (1999).
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Expensive journals purchased by the University of lowa Libraries.

Title

Cell and tissue research.

Combustion science and
technology.

Computer methods in applied
mechanics and engineering.

Journal of organometallic
chemistry.

Biochimica et biophysica acta.

Nonlinear analysis.

The journal of comparative
neurology.

European journal of
pharmacology.

Gene.

International journal of
pharmaceutics.

Communications in mathematical

physics.

Publisher

Springer-Verlag monthly

Gordon &
Breach

Elsevier

Elsevier

Elsevier

Elsevier

John Wiley

Elsevier

Elsevier

Elsevier

Springer-Verlag 27 issues

Frequency Fund
of publication

Biology
9 Xs per yr Engineering
weekly Engineering
44 issues
(some combined) Chemistry
126 issues
(some combined) Med
28 issues Math
weekly Med
69 issues Med
36 issues Biology
32 issues Pharmacy
Physics

Cost -

1998 or

1999
$4,564.00
$6,490.00
$5,548.55

$7,613.00

$10,839.00

$3,175.00

$11,595.00

$6,702.00

$6,487.00

$5,199.00

$5,082.50
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This list includes only serial titles for which a single payment provides a single title. We have expensive

package subscriptions for which a one large payment provides 3 or more serial titles.
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